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WELCOME
We are glad you could join us for our annual Spring Conference with
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Bowie (RPCB). We hope this weekend is a
time of encouragement and growth. This booklet includes helpful
information for the conference to make this weekend a refreshing time of
instruction and fellowship. Space is also provided for you to take notes and
jot down questions you may have for the speaker during Q/A times.

LOGGING IN
To join the conference, follow these instructions:
By computer / smart device:
1. Click this link:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/301
2622280
2. Enter your name and
3. Meeting ID: 301 262 2280
4. Password: 20721

By phone:
1. Call 301 715 8592
2. Meeting ID: 301 262 2280
3. Password: 20721

INTRODUCTION
Someone has said that Isaiah is the ‘Romans’ of the OT; that is, Isaiah, like
Romans, presents us the great good news of God’s salvation in all its glory.
Others have said that Isaiah is like the whole Bible in one book, because the
book of Isaiah spans from creation to new creation. The book is bookended
with references to the heavens and the earth and a new heavens and a new
earth, and in between it’s all about the gospel story of God saving his people
through judgment for the transformation of the world.
And as Isaiah tells this grand story of the gospel from creation to new
creation, he does so in pictures. Isaiah is a prophet, but he is also a painter,
an artist — because his book is full of pictures/images as he explains the
gospel to us. So come join us as we delve into the OT Gospel of Isaiah and
see the glory of God displayed in pictures that will capture our minds and
hearts.
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OUR SPEAKER

DR. JONNY GIBSON
Jonny is ordained as a Teaching Elder in the
International Presbyterian Church (UK). Previously,
he served as Associate Minister at Cambridge
Presbyterian Church, England, before taking up his
post as Associate Professor of OT and Stephen
Coleman’s Mentor at Westminster Theological
Seminary, Philadelphia.
He is a contributor to and co-editor (with David
Gibson) of From Heaven He Came and Sought Her:
Definite Atonement in Historical, Biblical, Theological,
and Pastoral Perspective. He is also the author of
historical and biblical articles in Themelios, Journal of Biblical Literature,
and Tyndale Bulletin, as well as “Obadiah” in the NIV Proclamation Bible. His
PhD was published as Covenant Continuity and Fidelity: A Study of Inner-Biblical
Allusion and Exegesis in Malachi (Bloomsbury).
Dr. Gibson’s academic interests include biblical theology, covenant theology,
Genesis chapters 1–3, inner-biblical allusion and exegesis within the Old
Testament, Pauline soteriology, and the doctrines of grace.
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SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, APRIL 24
7:30 PM

Session 1: Isaiah 1:1–2:5 – A Tale of One City

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM

Session 2: Isaiah 6:1–13 – When Our Worlds Fall Apart
Q&A Session with Dr. Gibson
Session 3: Isaiah 11 – Edentopia: Messiah’s Reign

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
10:00 AM
11:15 AM

Worship / Session 4: Isaiah 53 – The Weak Things of this World
Sermon Discussion for adults / Bible Classes for children
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ISAIAH: GOD’S GOOD NEWS FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

ISAIAH 1:1–2:5 – A TALE OF ONE CITY

SESSION 1:
Friday, April 24, 7:30 PM
Isaiah 1:1–9, 16–18; 2:2–3 (ESV)
1
The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 2
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the LORD has spoken: “Children have
I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me. 3 The ox knows its
owner, and the donkey its master’s crib, but Israel does not know, my people do
not understand.” 4 Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of
evildoers, children who deal corruptly! They have forsaken the LORD, they have
despised the Holy One of Israel, they are utterly estranged. 5 Why will you still be
struck down? Why will you continue to rebel? The whole head is sick, and the
whole heart faint. 6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no
soundness in it, but bruises and sores and raw wounds; they are not pressed out
or bound up or softened with oil. 7 Your country lies desolate; your cities are
burned with fire; in your very presence foreigners devour your land; it is
desolate, as overthrown by foreigners. 8 And the daughter of Zion is left like a
booth in a vineyard, like a lodge in a cucumber field, like a besieged city. 9 If the
LORD of hosts had not left us a few survivors, we should have been like Sodom,
and become like Gomorrah. … 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 17 learn to
do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead
the widow’s cause. 18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall become like wool. ... 2 It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of
the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall
flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
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QUESTIONS
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ISAIAH 6:1–13 – WHEN OUR WORLDS FALL APART

SESSION 2:
Saturday, April 25, 9:00 AM
Isaiah 6:1–13 (ESV)
1
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 4 And
the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to
me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the
altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips;
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I
am! Send me.” 9 And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “ ‘Keep on hearing,
but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 10 Make the heart
of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn
and be healed.” 11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: “Until cities lie
waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a desolate
waste, 12 and the LORD removes people far away, and the forsaken places are
many in the midst of the land. 13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be
burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.”
The holy seed is its stump.
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ISAIAH: GOD’S GOOD NEWS FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

ISAIAH 11 – EDENTOPIA: MESSIAH’S REIGN

SESSION 3:
Saturday, April 25, 11:00 AM
Isaiah 11 (ESV)
1
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the
LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his
ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the
calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7
The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9 They shall
not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of
Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 11 In that day the Lord will extend
his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his people,
from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from
Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. 12 He will raise a signal for the
nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed of
Judah from the four corners of the earth. 13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart,
and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not be jealous of
Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 14 But they shall swoop down on the
shoulder of the Philistines in the west, and together they shall plunder the people
of the east. They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab, and the
Ammonites shall obey them. 15 And the LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of
the Sea of Egypt, and will wave his hand over the River with his scorching breath,
and strike it into seven channels, and he will lead people across in sandals. 16 And
there will be a highway from Assyria for the remnant that remains of his people,
as there was for Israel when they came up from the land of Egypt.
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ISAIAH 53 – THE WEAK THINGS OF THIS WORLD

SESSION 4:
Sunday, April 26, 10:00 AM
Isaiah 52:13–53:12 (ESV)
13
Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall
be exalted. 14 As many were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred,
beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of
mankind— 15 so shall he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths
because of him, for that which has not been told them they see, and that which
they have not heard they understand. 53:1 Who has believed what he has heard
from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For he grew
up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no
form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should
desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his
wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—
every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is
silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken
away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the
land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9 And they made
his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had
done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of
the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering
for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD
shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be
satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to
be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will
divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the
transgressors.
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THANK YOU...
...for joining us this weekend as we have dug deeper in God’s Word. It is our hope
and prayer that this weekend has been a time of growth in your walk with Christ and
your understanding of how the gospel is good news for the transformation of the
world.

COMING UP AT RPCB
This annual Spring Conference is only one of a variety of activities here at RPCB
intended to spread the gospel and build up God’s people in their faith. The central
focus of our life together as a church is our weekly worship Sunday mornings (9:30
AM, followed by discipleship for all ages) and evenings (6:00 PM). Since moving our
activities online over the past couple months, we now meet via Zoom (password:
20721) at 10 AM on Sunday mornings for worship, followed by Sermon Application at
11:15 AM. Then we reconnect at 6:00 PM for a discipleship class and discussion.
Here are some ways to get involved here at RPCB right now during this time of “social
distancing” (more information at www.rpcbowie.org):
WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING: Every Wednesday we gather via Zoom (PW: 20721) at 7:30 –
8:30 PM to share prayer requests and spend the rest of the hour in prayer.
FRIDAY MORNING MEN’S STUDY: Some of the men in our congregation gather every
Friday Morning at 7:00 AM via Zoom (PW: 20721) to discuss a book. Currently they
are discussing John Piper’s Coronavirus and Christ.
SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S STUDY: All men are invited to gather every other Saturday
Morning at 8:30 AM via Zoom (PW: 20721) to discuss David VanDrunen’s Living in
God’s Two Kingdoms.

ONLINE DONATIONS
This Spring Conference has been offered free of charge as a blessing and service to our
community during these strange and difficult times. If, however, you would like to
donate to contribute to some of the expenses that have gone into it, you can do so
online via our website www.rpcbowie.org, and look for the link under “Giving
Online.”
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PAST SPEAKERS
▪

Pastor John Marshall

▪

Dr. T. David Gordon

▪

Pastor Irfon Hughes

▪

Dr. Mark Futado

▪

Dr. Michael S. Horton

▪

Dr. W. Robert Godfrey

▪

Dr. Julius J. Kim

▪

Dr. Howard Griffith

▪

Dr. Bryan Chappell

▪

Dr. David Coffin

▪

Dr. Derek Thomas

▪

Dr. Ralph Davis

▪

Dr. Stephen Coleman

▪

Dr. Irwyn Ince

▪

Dr. Paul Jeon

R EFORMED P RESBYTERIAN
C HURCH OF B OWIE
S. A. Fix, Pastor
Michael L. Coleman, Assistant Pastor
2807 Church Road
Bowie, MD 20721
Phone: 301.262.2280
Email: conferences@rpcbowie.org
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