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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

Our Lord’s Day Schedule
MORNING ACTIVITIES
10:00 AM

Join Zoom Videoconference for Worship

11:45 AM

Sermon Discussion Videoconference
(Zoom Video / Phone Conference ID: 301 262 2280
@ https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3012622280, password 20721
or dial 301-715-8592 and enter Meeting ID 301 262 2280
and password 20721)

EVENING ACTIVITIES
6:00 PM

Join Zoom Videoconference for:
The Parables of Jesus: Parable of the Prodigal Son—RC Sproul
Lecture

6:30 PM

Discipleship Discussion Videoconference
(Zoom Video / Phone Conference ID: 301 262 2280
@ https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3012622280, password 20721
or dial 301-715-8592 and enter Meeting ID 301 262 2280
and password 20721)
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Welcome to In-Person Worship
Welcome to our “hybrid” worship service,
simultaneously in-person as well as over Zoom.
Thank you for putting up with the additional
technological components throughout our meeting
room. Here are the details regarding requirements
and protocols for in-person worship that we are
currently observing.
Singing / Hymns - We will be singing a few hymns
in-person with masks.
Limited In-Person Gathering and Signup - In-person
gathering at the church building is currently limited
to allow for proper distancing between families, with
the remainder of our church family gathering via
Zoom.

worship service is scheduled to be about 75-minutes,
and will include the Lord’s Supper. For the Lord’s
Supper, we have prepackaged, sealed individual
servings (grape juice and wheat wafer) as well as
carefully prepared individual servings (wine or grape
juice and gluten-free bread). Rows will be dismissed
by officers for those partaking to come forward and
both elements will be received together, as they are
prepackaged together. Once receiving the elements,
please return to your seats so that we can all partake
at the same time.
Corporate Confessions / Prayers - Corporate
confessions and prayers will be the same as what we
are doing now. Please use a normal, or even
somewhat subdued, speaking voice, rather than
raised volume.

Who Should Come - We are encouraging seniors
and those who may be immunocompromised to stay Offering - For the offering, a bin/basket is by the
home and worship with us via Zoom for the next
exits. Please drop in your offering on your way out
(the online option is also still available).
several weeks. Also, if you feel ill, please stay
home.
Discipleship (Zoom Only) - There will be no inperson morning discipleship. There will be a remote
Masks / Social Distancing - Masks are required for
Zoom discussion for everybody, beginning 30
entry into the building and must be worn while
minutes after the end of worship. That should be
inside (except for those leading worship from the
front and children under 3). Of course masks can be enough time for those who are at the building to
temporarily removed for partaking of the elements of drive home to participate.
the Lord’s Supper, but are required at all other times
Evening Activities - At present we will continue to
inside the building. We ask that you maintain good
social distancing practices (families and individuals meet for evening discipleship via Zoom as we have
been.
who are quarantining together staying 6 feet apart
from other families/individuals) at all times within
the building.
Restrooms - Restroom use is being limited to one
family at a time. Please be as expedient as possible
out of courtesy to others.

AT A GLANCE

Nursery / Childcare - No nursery care is being
offered, but selected classrooms will be open,
limited to one family per classroom, to take their
youngest children there if needed during the service
(bring a device to stream service there via Zoom).
Service Length / Lord’s Supper - Our abbreviated

•

•

Reduced capacity to maintain distance
• Masks required inside building
• Maintain social distance

Worship only in-person (other activities online)
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Order of Worship
COMING BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD
God invites us to worship
him in spirit and in truth

Call to Worship...................................................................... Bruce Buchanan

We praise God through
song

* Hymn #7 (page 6) ................................... From All That Dwell Below the Skies

We praise God through
prayer while acknowledging our need of forgiveness and renewal
through the cleansing
blood of Jesus

Prayer of Adoration and Confession ....................................... Bruce Buchanan
Almighty, eternal God and Father, we confess and acknowledge that
we, alas, were conceived and born in sin, and are therefore inclined to
all evil and slow to all good. We confess that we transgress your holy
commandments without ceasing, and ever more corrupt ourselves.
But we are sorry for the same, and plead your grace and help. Have
mercy upon us, most gracious and merciful God and Father, through
your Son our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant to us and increase in us your Holy
Spirit, that we may recognize our sin and unrighteousness from the bottom of our hearts; that we may attain true repentance and sorrow for
them; that we may die to them wholly and please you entirely by a new
and godly life. Amen.

God reminds us of his
promise of forgiveness in
Christ

Assurance of Pardon ............................................................... Galatians 4:4–7
* Gloria Patri (#735)

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
God speaks to us through
his Word read and
preached

New Testament Reading .......................................................... Luke 24:36–52
* Hymn #660 (pages 7-8) .........................................O God beyond All Praising
Old Testament Reading .......................................................................... Ezra 6
Sermon ........................................................... Gladness of Gathered Worship
Pastor Fix

We prepare to receive the
visible Gospel in the
Supper

* Hymn #637 (page 9) ........................... What Shall I Render to My God (v. 1,3)
* Congregation standing
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Order of Worship (cont.)
We confess our faith together with the broader
church today and the
church of ages past

* Confession of Faith .............................................. The Scots Confession, Ch. 1

We receive the grace of
the Gospel in the visible
form of bread and wine

Lord’s Supper .......................................................................... Pastor Coleman

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we
must cleave, whom alone we must serve, whom only we must worship,
and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and
yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
By whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible
and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their being, and
to be ruled and guided by His inscrutable providence for such end as
His eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the
manifestation of His own glory. Amen.

(Due to the current pandemic we are using prepackaged elements with a wafer and grape
juice today. Please come forward by row beginning with the front rows to pick up the elements and return to your seats. Please hold the elements until all have received them, so that
we can partake together.)

Hymn (sung during Lord’s Supper) ................................... There Is a Redeemer
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One
CHORUS: Thank you, O my Father for giving us your Son
And leaving your Spirit till the work on earth is done
Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain [CHORUS]
When I stand in glory, I will see His face
There I’ll serve my King forever in that holy place [CHORUS]

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
We give thanks and bring
our needs to God

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession ...................................... Tom Ramsey
* Doxology (#731)

God sends us out with his
blessing

* Benediction ...................................................................................... Pastor Fix
* Congregation standing
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Order of Worship (cont.)
* Hymn # 7 ............................................... From All That Dwell Below the Skies
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Hymns for Worship
* Hymn # 660 ..........................................................O God beyond All Praising

continued on next page...
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Hymns for Worship (cont.)
* Hymn # 660 ....................................... O God beyond All Praising (continued)
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Hymns for Worship (cont.)
* Hymn # 637, vs. 1, 3 ...................................... What Shall I Render to My God
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Next Two Weeks at a Glance
THIS WEEK 9/13 – 9/19
SUNDAY 9/13

Zoom Videoconference for Worship, 10:00
Sermon Discussion Videoconference, 11:45 AM
Zoom Videoconference for Streaming of Lecture, 6:00 PM
Discipleship Discussion Videoconference, 6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY 9/16

Prayer Meeting Videoconference, 7:30 PM

FRIDAY 9/18

Men’s Study Videoconference, 7:00 AM

SATURDAY 9/19

Men’s Study Videoconference, 8:30 AM

NEXT WEEK 9/20 – 9/26
SUNDAY 9/20

Zoom Videoconference for Worship, 10:00
Sermon Discussion Videoconference, 11:45 AM
Zoom Videoconference for Streaming of Lecture, 6:00 PM
Discipleship Discussion Videoconference, 6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY 9/23

Prayer Meeting Videoconference, 7:30 PM

FRIDAY 9/25

Men’s Study Videoconference, 7:00 AM

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BOWIE

Upcoming Events
FRIDAY AM MEN’S STUDY
The Friday morning men’s group
will be meeting via Zoom
videoconference to discuss Francis
Schaeffer’s book, The God Who Is
There, on Friday, September 18,
beginning at 7:00 AM. All men are welcome!
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condiments (mustard, ketchup, relish, salad
dressing, etc.), and dry goods (mashed
potatoes, Hamburger Helper, pasta sides, etc.)
2. Donate money. Go to
www.bowiefoodpantry.org and click on the
'DONATE ONLINE' button.
Thank you!

FAREWELL TO SCHONTHALERS
Gathering:

The Ramseys and Cripes, helped by many, many
others, are planning to host a fun, in-person sendoff in small gatherings of 10 people at a time on
Join us Saturday, September 19, at 8:30 AM via
Zoom videoconference to discuss the book, Living Saturday, October 3, from 2:30-6:30 PM. This will
take place on an outdoors, screened porch at the
in God’s Two Kingdoms by David VanDrunen.
Cripes’ home, with pre-designated times.
Please read through chapter 7 to prepare.

SATURDAY AM MEN’S STUDY

News and Notes
PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO THE BOWIE
FOOD PANTRY
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused millions of
people to lose the jobs they relied on to pay their
rents and buy their food. Moratoriums on evictions
are now running out and many
people across the country, including
some of our neighbors right here in
Bowie, are being affected more than
ever at this time. Many are facing the
choice between food and rent.
There are two ways we can help the Bowie Food
Pantry meet the needs of local families short on
food and rent during this crisis:
1. Donate food. Donations may be dropped off
M,W,F mornings 8–11am. Please drive to the
back of the Kenhill Center (2614 Kenhill Drive,
Suite 134, Bowie, MD 20715) and park along
the ball fields. A volunteer will come to your
vehicle to unload your donation. Greatest
needs are soup (not chicken noodle or tomato),

Everyone is invited! To keep the groups small, we
ask that you please sign up for a time slot by via
this Farewell to Tom and Lois Sign-up Genius.
Come have some snacks and a lovely in-person
chat with Tom and Lois! Children are welcome.
We ask that everyone please wear a mask.
Video Booth:
During the farewell event, Rachel Fix will be
running an “outdoors video booth” (no props will
be available unless you want to bring your own!!)
as an opportunity for anyone to share a funny
memory, one or many anecdotes, or simply say a
few words to Tom and Lois on camera. This will
take place after your visit time is over; children are
encouraged to take advantage of this.
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Ministry Updates
RICHARD AND ANGELICA RAMSAY, MISSIONARY
TO LATIN AMERICA

CHRIS GARRIOTT, RUF AT UMD

How do you do ministry when the University of
Maryland restricts any “student clubs” from
Dear friends,
meeting on campus or off-campus? Not only this
With so many hurricanes threatening us, I finally
but we got word that the University now even
decided to buy a portable generator for backup
power. In a similar way, the threat of the pandemic wants all "virtual" meetings approved? That’s the
has forced us to find creative ways to receive and situation we find ourselves in at least until
September 14th when they will allow some (10%)
to provide "backup" spiritual nourishment. We
in-person classes. Freshman are arriving in shifts in
have been in online prayer meetings before, but
never as many as now, and something new for me order to social distance with a set time to move in
to their dorm rooms. The University has limited the
was to be able to divide into small groups and
dorms mostly to freshman and spread them out
meet new people. We have also been able to
across the campus knowing that the future funds of
watch church services, as well as provide online
the University depend on them. Most upper
teaching for a local hispanic church and for
classmen had to find off-campus housing or are
overseas churches. It's not the same as doing
conferences in person, but I think more people are living at home. What will these new freshman do?
Like the rest, they will sit in their dorm rooms and
able to participate this way.
take classes on-line. Their normal freedoms,
socializing, making new friends, and checking out
Mexico
One of the most recent opportunities has been in clubs are now very limited...this seems very lonely.
We already know from the CDC that one quarter
weekly Friday evening online sessions for 60-90
of ages 18 to 24 years have contemplated suicide
members of some Presbyterian churches in
during this time.
northern Mexico. We were also able to help a
missionary friend, Ellen Barnett, along with her
The need for prayer is great. In the midst of this we
Mexican colleagues, establish a seminary in the
Acapulco area, using mostly Thirdmill courses and know that our God reigns and He is in control and
He is working. Pray for creativity and that the Lord
other materials that we have helped provide.
would send us people hungry for his Gospel and
community. We are already getting a trickle of
Family
Give thanks for the recent engagement of our son new freshmen contacts to follow up virtually. We
are trying to be creative with giving out a “nonNicolas with a wonderful young lady named
contact” COVID-KIT (see picture) in order to tell
Stephanie! We thank the Lord for bringing them
students about our ministry and begin to share the
together!
And please pray for lives to be changed as Melany grace of the Gospel.
talks with new people in the online ministry of her
Please pray:
church in New York. Also for new job
• for the Lord to open up doors for more “inopportunities for her.
person” ministry safely.
Please pray that the Lord would use these means of • for the University to approve our plan for an
communication to work His supernatural power!
outdoor meeting on campus later in September.
• for three new students who are renting rooms
Thank you! In His service,
in my home (two RUF guys and a friend).
Richard and Angelica Ramsay
• for good one-on-ones virtually.

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BOWIE

Ministry Updates (cont.)
•
•
•

for God to grow our small groups and connect
new freshmen (big emphasis).
for hope! To see God’s hand when all we can
see is barriers!
Special prayer request: for my long time friend
and supporter from Oklahoma Gary Peabody.
Gary is waiting for a bone marrow transplant.
Pray for no infections and for the Lord's healing
grace.

Grace and love to you,
Chris Garriott
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Preparation for Next Lord’s Day
SERMON SERIES:
SERMON TITLE:
SERMON TEXT:
PREACHER:

EZRA-NEHEMIAH: GUARDED BY GRACE
“Help from the Hand of the Lord”
Ezra 7
Pastor Fix

MONDAY

Ezra 7
How might knowing that Ezra’s name means “the help” or “the Lord
helped” shape our understanding of this passage? What does the
Lord’s help look like?

TUESDAY

2 Timothy 3
What does it look like to live with “the good hand of God” upon us
(Ezra 3:9–10)? Application?

WEDNESDAY

Ezra 7:12; Deuteronomy 10:12–22; Daniel 4:47; 1 Timothy 6:13–16
How is God not just King of kings and what is the significance of this?

THURSDAY

Matthew 23
How does Ezra compare with the scribes and the religious leaders of
Jesus’ day? Why do you think? Apply this?

FRIDAY

Psalm 80
How do you see this psalm’s prayer fulfilled in Ezra 7? How can it only
ultimately be fulfilled in Jesus Christ? Application?

SATURDAY

Proverbs 16:1, 9; 20:24; 21:1; 1 Timothy 2:1–2; Revelation 15
How can God’s sovereignty over kings bring comfort to his people?
How ought we live in light of that?

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BOWIE
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Prayer Requests
For ministries we support:
 Steve Hollidge, praise that he has finished his exams
for licensure, pray for it to be approved this Tuesday
 Abraham Nuquay and the Waldorf church plant,
pray for God to gather more of his people to the
plant, both from churched and unchurched
backgrounds; also for Paul Lankford, as he begins
pursuing pastoral ministry
 Pastor Fix, pray for his advisor to be able to work
through the long manuscript and for wisdom to
figure out if and how it can be abbreviated; pray
also for good feedback and engagement from other
readers, and for the details to come together for a
speedy defense
 Richard and Angelica Ramsay, missionaries to Latin
America
 Chris Garriott, RUF at UMD
For those in service:
 For protection, safety, wisdom, and health for those
who are serving in the medical field, our elected
officials, police, and emergency personnel,
including Luke and Marcy Podiyan, Pam Wallace,
Ernest and Julie Ambe, Agnes Kaje, Andrew Stough
(and his girlfriend Vanessa), Gabriel Styles (Ken and
Angie’s daughter), Stephanie Harris (Adrienne’s
sister), Katelyn (Tony Strines’ niece), Sophie Bernitt
(Rod and Kathy’s daughter-in-law), Ify Nsi and
Nnenna Nsi (Apollonia’s daughters-in-law),
Abraham Nuquay, Galen and Sarah Curtis (Bill and
Barbara’s son and daughter-in-law), Terry Everhart
(Tim and Barbie Jones’ son-in-law)
 For military service personnel: Ian and Jesse
Constable, Chris Corbett, Glenn Gresham, Andrew,
Bill, and Elias Gunther, Matt Hackett, Jonathan
Melzer, Isaac Roland, Scott Tonko, and Jay Wallen
For those with health concerns:
 Ruth Sentz, pray for effectual treatment of lyme
disease, and for a quick and full recovery
 Carol Thompson, praise that she has finished her
radiation treatments, and pray for her continued
recovery from cancer treatment
 Bill Fawcett (John Fix’s brother-in-law who is a
pastor / missionary in Brazil), praise for his
continued improvement, and pray for his kidney
function to recover so he can be sent home soon
 Nick Parris, Julie’s son-in-law, pray for his treatment
for ulcerative colitis—for wisdom for the doctors and

for successful surgery if necessary
 Chuck and Cindy Eller, pray for them as Chuck









continues to progress through Supranuclear Palsy,
and for wisdom as they select in-home help
Sue Stough, pray for healing from a ruptured tendon
in her left foot
Libby Chen’s mother in China, as she battles
discouragement with the slow recovery process from
her stroke
Sid Wheeler, praise for the recovery so far and pray
for his continued strengthening and recovery
Jerry Griffin (friend of the Styles), who has been
diagnosed with cancer; pray for the right treatment
and for physical and spiritual healing
Pat Gravatt, Andy’s mother, praise that she
continues to improve, pray for continued
improvement with swallowing

For provision:
 Teachers and students as they prepare for a new
school year, especially given the many challenges
 Journey mercies for Edie as she travels home
 Praise that Ken Lee was able to move home, pray
for a final resolution to his legal issues, and for
wisdom for him and his mother Anita Myers
 Chris McCrea (Pastor Fix’s brother-in-law), Corey
Sentz, and Amanda Trusen, pray for them to find
jobs
 Praise for the engagement of Duane Einfeld and
Kathleen Barbee, and pray for them as they prepare
for their wedding on November 28
 Jake Eller (Chuck and Cindy’s son) and Natalie
Telfor as they plan for their wedding in January and
prepare to move to Colorado; pray for them to find
the right living space, etc.
 Theo Fusi and Libby Chen and their family, pray for
their asylum request to be granted
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Church Staff and Officers
CHURCH STAFF
S. A. Fix, Pastor...................................................................................... fix@rpcbowie.org
Michael L. Coleman, Assistant Pastor ................................................. mike@rpcbowie.org
Abraham Nuquay, Assistant Pastor for Church Planting ...................acnuquay@gmail.com
Irma Cripe, Choir Director ................................................................ choir@rpcbowie.org
Ellen Wallen, Administrative Assistant .............................................. office@rpcbowie.org
Max Cripe, Treasurer ................................................................... treasurer@rpcbowie.org

RULING ELDERS (elders@rpcbowie.org)

DEACONS (deacons@rpcbowie.org)

Bruce Buchanan
Steve Hollidge
Tim Jones
Tom Ramsey
Scott Schollenberger
Tom Schonthaler
Ken Styles
Mark Wallace

Max Cripe
Paul Evans
Duncan Salada
Greg Sinsley
Charlie Staines (emeritus)
Chip Wallen

Notes

